
Report of the Workshop for the ISBEID Programme held  at ICFRE 
Guest House, Van Vigyan Bhavan , RK Puram, New Delhi during      

12-13th May,2011. 

 The Ministry of Environment and Forests has initiated a programme 
“Indian State Basic Level Information Database (ISBEID)” under ENVIS 
Scheme for the State/UTs ENVIS Centres. The programme had been 
approved in the last financial year. ISBEID is being implemented through 
NIC. Under this programme data on environment and its related 17 modules 
will be obtained and placed on ISBEID portal on MIS and GIS framework. 
Seventeen (17) modules were identified and finalized in a workshop held in 
Hyderabad in which State Centres also participated. For further consultation 
another workshop was held on 12th & 13th May, 2011 in the Van Vigyan 
Bhavan, R.K. Puram, New Delhi. The objectives of the workshop was to get 
feedback from State/UTs about data availability through their line 
departments and other sources and testing of 17 modules (Annexure-II) in 
online framework. The list of participants is annexed at Annexure–I. 

At the outset, Ms. Madhumita Biswas, Joint Director, MoEF 
welcomed the delegates and briefed about the ISBEID Programme and its 
relevance and requested the participating States/UTs ENVIS Centres to work 
hard to make it a fool-proof programme.  

The inaugural speech was given by Shri Sanjay Singh Gahlout 
(DDG), NIC. Shri S.S. Gahlout talked about MIS & GIS Module of ISBEID. 
He also briefed about the GIS interface with the database and cautioned that 
unless the data are not entered properly in the MIS mode, the GIS interface 
will not be able to give the desired result.  

The Keynote address was given by Shri Nilkanth Ghosh, Statistical 
Advisor, MoEF.  Statistical Advisor gave genesis and the history of ISBEID 
programme and its current status. He requested the State/UTs ENVIS 
Centres to give their comments on the existing modules and problems in 
accessing the data from line departments and other sources in the States. He 
also suggested that ENVIS Centres may take help from their line 
departments in the State/UTs in processing the data. He also suggested 



ENVIS Centres to be in touch with their Directorate of Economics & 
Statistics the nodal agency of data collection in the State. He requested the 
States/UTs ENVIS Centres to make the programme a success. 

Shri Anil Kumar, Scientist ‘D’, NIC demonstrated the features of MIS 
module of ISBEID. He also explained the input forms of MIS module of 
ISBEID. During demonstration, the State ENVIS Centres like Kerala, 
Manipur, UP etc. suggested number of changes in the existing input forms of 
ISBEID.  All the changes suggested by State ENVIS Centres were noted 
down by ENVIS Secretariat team. NIC also demonstrated the Report 
features of ISBEID to all the participants. At the end of first day of 
workshop, Ms. Madhumita Biswas requested all the State ENVIS Centres to 
go through the input forms of ISBEID so that the same can be edited and 
finalized during the workshop.  

On 13th May, 2011in  morning session of workshop, NIC 
Headquarters team explained the changes in the input form suggested by 
State ENVIS Centres. During presentation, State ENVIS Centres again 
suggested changes in the input forms, which was noted down by NIC team 
to further look into the changes. After this, a GIS presentation was given by 
ENVIS Centre WWF. Remote Sensing (RS) & Geographical Information 
System (GIS) group of NIC has given GIS presentation of ISBEID and 
explained the features of GIS module of ISBEID. During GIS presentation, a 
number of suggestions were also given by State ENVIS Centres and Shri 
S.S.Gahlout (DDG), NIC.  

In the closing session of workshop, Shri Nilkanth Ghosh, Statistical 
Advisor asked the State ENVIS Centres one by one to give their feedback on 
the ISBEID programme with regard to data collection, collation, storage and 
dissemination on 17 modules in MIS & GIS framework and also ascertain to 
know from Centres about future data entry status in MIS Module. Most of 
State ENVIS Centres were confident to complete the data entry for ISBEID 
as early as possible. Statistical Advisor informed the State ENVIS Centres 

that financial grant of `50,000 has been earmarked under the programme to 
be provided to performing Centres for data related work through NIC 
(NICSI). 



Statistical Advisor also gave a general overview of ENVIS Scheme, 
its problem areas and also the guidelines to strengthen the Scheme as a 
whole. 

Some of the issues which were highlighted were as under: 

� Some of the Centres were not using their official email IDs 
provided by NIC and also not having their websites on NIC platform with 
domain provided by ENVIS in collaboration with NIC. ENVIS Centres need 
to implement these immediately. 

� ENVIS Centres were advised to take up the activities of Centre 
seriously as in future the performance of the Centres will be monitored by a 
four-tier monitoring mechanism viz by (a) ENVIS Scientific Advisory 
Committee under the Chairmanship of Secretary (E&F). (b) Online 
monitoring by ENVIS focal point of the Ministry. (c) Independent Experts 
during National/Regional Workshops and (d) By Processing Division on 
identified parameters. 

� Utilisation Certificate and Expenditure Statement duly 
audited by CA or Govt. Auditor and duly signed with official stamps of 
three signatories i.e. (i) Head of the Institution, (ii) Competent authority of 
Finance Department and (iii) ENVIS Coordinator,  may be provided by the 
Centres for release of future grants. 

� The Progress Report of the ENVIS activities should be of   
10-12 pages and contain inter-alia, Database, Website with some snap shots, 
details of publications, query-answer statistics, user’s feedback, success 
stories, if any etc. Apart from these, the Report should also give ‘Targets” 
and “Achievements” during the year. Quarterly Newsletters and other hard 
copies of all the publications brought out during the financial year should 
also be enclosed. 

� The Activities to be carried out during the next financial 
year should contain apart from the regular activities, any new activities to be 
initiated during the period clearly mentioning its objective and time period, 
etc. 



Statistical Advisor extended thanks to all the participants for two days 
fruitful discussions and observed that outcome of the workshop will be a step 
forward in strengthening the programme. 

*** 


